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Jack McCoy e

Surfing Movie Guru

I had a chat with the renowned surfing
movie maker and all round nice guy
Jack MCoy recently. He also showed
me his new movie ... says VideoCamera
editor David Hague.

We have been having regular interviews in VideoCamera for a few months now,

You just never know who lives close do you? For sol agreed and we arranged to meet the following week or so at Jack's office, which is
those that are unaware, VideoCamera magazine is
based half way up Sydney’s Northern Beaches famous

for such shooting locations as Channel 7's Home and

literally down the road in Avalon.

In the interim, 1 did a little bit of research. The first was to mention to a mate of mine
who isiinto surfing that I was meeting Jack McCoy the following week. Gawd, it was like
telling the ultimate computer geek that Bill Gates was popping around for a beer!

Later that day I was talking to my neighbour over the fence — photographer Peter
Aitchison (see http://www.peteraitchisonphoto.com/ for some of the best images you are
ever likely to see) — and he let me know that in the surfing movie world, Jack probably
had no peer — ever. Strong praise indeed!

Away (which is actually shot around the corner from
where [ live) and the ABC's Blue Water High (which
lately I have the privilege of being called a Technical
Adviser for).

Now the quick witted will pick up that these are
both “water" based soapies — and this is precisely what
Website

So the next stop had to be the www.jackmccoy.com website and become acquainted
with the gentleman before we met — there is nothing more embarrassing than going to
an interview — even a casual one — and not knowing anything about your subject! Don't
laugh, it happens!

Well to say this was an enlightening experience is an understatement! Even if you
know — like me — diddly squat about surfing, you would still be aware of a number of
the projects that Jack McCoy has worked on. In addition to his more than 20 personal
film credits, Jack has also been involved in such projects as “Physical — The Olivia
Newton-John Special”, Endless Summer and The Dolphin Touch.

His commercial credits are not too shabby either with such clients as Ford, Coca
Cola, QANTAS, Garuda, Seiko, Kellog’s, Telstra and many others in his portfolio.

Musically, in addition to Livvy, Jack has also worked alongside veteran Canadian
rocker Bryan Adams, recently reformed Split Enz, Pico and many others.

the Northern Beaches are famous for — we have lots of
water and beaches. But we also have a lot of “stars” and
creative types that live here such as Lleyton Hewitt,
John Jarratt, Guy Sebastian and many behind the scenes
people who are experts in production, direction, audio,
video, film work, camera people, artists and so on.

Not being a particularly “surfing” person — which
in a way puts me out of sorts in this area as fishing
is more my go — I admit that the name Jack McCoy
didn’t mean a lot to me when Matt Mannall from
Panasonic contacted me and asked if I'd like to meet
and speak to him. It seems that Jack had made a movie
or two, had used Panasonic gear and they were pretty
damn proud of the fact.




