Name: Scott Needham.
Age:39
Star sign: Taurus

Current location: The beachside suburb of
Curl Curl in Sydney, Australia. Love the
ocean!

Occupation: Video, film and stills
photographer, working for myself.

How much underwater shooting do you do?
As much as I can when possible. If it’s good
— good waves or good location — I'm
under it not over it.
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What’s the best area for underwater
shooting? If it’s sea life then perhaps Fiji
or the Bahamas. For surf action, French
Polynesia is hard to beat: the light, the reef
and the marine life are exceptional. T use
custom water housings from Aquatech and
Liguid Eye water housings.

Current assignments: [ returned today
from a trip to the Maldives for Analog, who
make clothing, and Burton snowboards.
They recently acquired a major surfboard
company called Channel Islands.

Have you been busy? I've been travelling the
last 15 years straight. 2006 began with a
few job cancellations/changes and meant [
actually got to sleep in my own bed
for more than a month straight ...
which is a first! I really needed this
opportunity to actually have a break,
look around and take a breather from
excessive movement. This year I have
. been to Indonesia, French Polynesia,
Maldives, Singapore, France, Italy
and Switzerland. The Italians have
perfected life ... I love them for it!
There are times when I wake up
in hotels/houses/wherever and go
“Where am T ... what country am [
in ...7" The world is changing and
technology is out of control. The
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Using the underwater housing.

impact it’s had on my workflow is quite
amazing, and expensive. The proper approach
involves informed decision-making, no matter
what your work is.Time, or timing, is every-
thing these days.

Travelling around, how do you find border
crossings with gear, customs etc?
Globalisation brings increased competition
and this most certainly flows into cost-
cutting. Fiscally or fearfully, airlines are
screening more and reducing baggage
allowances. Even carry-on luggage is being
scrutinised. Downsizing is everything. And
it’s here. Technology helps for shooting
video. I recently picked up a new backpack
specifically for its low luggage allowance so
I could carry on my most essential
equipment, ensuring I can begin work
immediately on arrival. This last jaunt was
seven weeks and my backpack performed
beautifully through airports to hoats to




