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Name: Nicola Daley.
Age: 31 (time to start lying!)

Education: I first studied a BA
(Hons) in film in England and
America then moved to Sydney
in 1999. At the Australian Film,
TV and Radio School T gained an
MA in Cinematography.

Base location: Sydney.
Occupation: Director of Photography.

Field of expertise: I love lighting. I don’t
know if that is a field of expertise but it is
definitely something that I am continually
learning about all the time.

Current assignments: I am currently shooting
with director David Goldie and Goldie Media
on a project called Raising Children. It will
be a three-hour interactive documentary sent
out on DVD to all recipients of the bahy
bonus (an Australian government scheme).
Lots of filming of dirty nappies and bath
time — it's all glamour!

Have you been busy? Yes, since graduating
from the Australian Film, TV and Radio
school in 2005, I've been very busy, busy
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shooting a lot of documentaries
both overseas and in Sydney.
I've been to East Timor to
shoot a documentary on
torture. Then in Sydney I‘ve
been shooting with some
great documentary directors
like Ruth Cullen, and Jessica
Douglas-Henry. I've recently
shot an SBS TV series
called Parent Rescue along-
side cameraman Tony
Wilson ACS. I've also been
shooting some commercials, web viral
campaigns and a short Australian Film
Commission-funded film.

Do you like working on
major or small produc-
tions? 1 like working on
productions of all sizes. For
their part, small documen-
tary crews are enjoyable
because they can be a great
collaboration. On the other
hand, the energy of being
part of a big crew working
efficiently to create a single
vision is also a thrill.

Do you prefer shooting
music videos, TVCs, shorts
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or features? I love all projects. I love the fact
that I get up in the morning and get to go
to work and do the thing I love most in the
world. Music videos are always fun as you get
to experiment — but T love storytelling and
so drama will always be a favourite of mine.
Ultimately, I would love to shoot feature
films.

Do you prefer a close working relationship
with directors and producers? It's the only
way to work. If you have a close relationship
with your director and producer, then
together you can all find a visual language
that will best suit the story that you're all
trying to tell. And hopefully it's the same
story!

What awards/recognition have
you won? On graduating from
the AFTRS I won the High
Achievement award in
Cinematography. In 2006 I
also won the Australian
Cinematographers’ Society
Award for Best Student
Cinematographer. Other ACS
awards include three Gold
awards for short drama films,
a highly commended for a
music video and a highly
commended for the latest
Tropfest commercial. A short
film I shot entitled Debut has
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