Your name? Wade Fairley.

Age? 41

Star sign? Avies

Occupation? Cameraman

Base city? Hobart, Tasmania

Where are you currently shooting?

East Antarctica making a film about the
Antarctic explorer and pioneering scientist

Douglas Mawson.

What's it like shooting in Antarctica?
It’s an experience in the best and the worst.

I love the isolation and the wilderness, the
feeling that you’re the only person on
earth; a magic hour that lasts all day, no
distractions, and being ahle to hecome
completely absorbed in your work.

Recent assignments. Where, doing what,
shooting for whom?

I returned end of 2005 from wintering-
aver in Antarctica for the BBC Natural |
History Unit and closed 2006 back |j
there on a project for Film Australia.
Between those icy assignments, a lot of time
in the tropics on projects as diverse as recov-
ering a World War I1 aircraft wreck from a
swamp in Papua New Guinea, filming a record
king tide on the Pacific island nation of
Tuvalu.

Do you teach? Tell us about it.

Yes 1 do teach a little, in Hobart. T figure 1
have now acquired a body of knowledge and
recall the many people I bugged for knowl-
edge and backup during my formative years.
I feel it’s important to repay that iloan.1

Have you been busy?

Yes. And very happily so. With good subject
matter [ love what I do — and right now I’'m
enjoying shooting more than ever. It’s been
a long time since | had to grudgingly go to
work.
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Is travelling around a hassle?

Here’s a happy travel story: the year long
Antarctica shoot through 2005 was complex,
with lots of equipment which came from the
UK and big, Antarctic-scale logistics. The
planning [with the Australian Antarctic
Division] and departure point however were
in Hobart, my home and a very relaxed and
easy city to operate in. So the most complex
job was also the easiest to implement. T had
to chuckle to myself driving the equipment
down to the wharf in the back of a friend’s
horrowed ute [SUV]! Then closing the front
door at home and walking down the street to
catch the ship.

That kind of travel is further eased as my
partner Frederigue and I often work together.
We did the over-winter job together. She’s a
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